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1. Board Report for the 2016 
 

i)   2016 Migration Monitoring at Cabot Head Research Station  
 
Adapted from Spring & Fall Season Reports by Station Scientist, Stephane Menu 
 

Spring 2016 Synopsis  
The defining characteristic of spring 2016 was of relatively good weather throughout much of the 

season. There were some periods of rain or strong winds that precluded banding operation on a total of eight 
days. However, there were a high number of days with very good coverage (more than 80 mist net hours out 
of a potential of 90 for a given day): 40 days. Spring 2016, and in sharp contrast with the previous spring, the 
banding total of 2355 birds was the second highest in 15 years of monitoring and is quite a bit above the 
spring average of 1492 ± 442 banded birds (high of 2622 birds in spring 2002 and low of 876 in spring 2014). 
Ninety species were observed in April, 148 in May and 73 in June.   Three species, Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, and Brown Creeper (in decreasing order), represented 46% of the banding total. For 
most species, banding totals are far above the 2002-2014 spring averages (see Appendix). There were 14 days 
with banding totals over 50 birds (half of them having banding totals over 100 birds). The greatest number of 
captures was on April 17 with 386 birds banded, a record day for BPBO! On May 25 and 23, 86 and 78 species, 
respectively, were detected, the highest diversity of the spring.  
 
The rate of recapture (recaptures include birds banded within the spring season and birds from previous years 
or other locations) at Cabot Head was relatively high in spring 2016. There were a total of 164 recaptures for 
104 individuals of 17 species from April 17 to June 9. Among the recaptured birds this spring, 35 individuals of 
eight species were banded in a previous seasons at Cabot Head and one Indigo Bunting and one Slate-
coloured Junco were “foreign recaptures”, that is, banded at another location. 
 
No new species were added to the BPBO checklist during the spring 2016 season.  Forty Red-necked Grebes, 
the trigger species for the Cabot Head Important Bird Area, were observed on April 17, shortly after opening.  
One accidental species, a Townsend’s Solitaire, was observed by the Station Scientist on April 15, opening day 
for the station. 
 
The 2016 spring migration monitoring season was a success thanks to the efforts of the 13 volunteer field 
biologists who contributed their time to this project.  

 
Table 1: Top 10 species observed by estimated total at BPBO in spring 2016. 

Species Estimated Total 

Blue Jay 2966 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 1696 
Common Grackle 1234 
Myrtle Warbler 1209 
Canada Goose 1089 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 888 
American Redstart 848 
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Northern Flicker 821 
Western Palm Warbler 662 
Ring-billed Gull 588 

    
 

Fall 2016 Synopsis  
Fall fieldwork began on August 16 and ended on October 31 for a total of 77 consecutive days of 

coverage. A total of 133 species of birds were detected in the standard count area over the course of the field 
season. Among them, 78 species (58%) have been seen every fall. The number of species detected this fall 
was around the 2002-2015 average of 137 ±9 (range: 127 species in falls 2006 and 2008 – 156 species in fall 
2002;). The highest one-day species total was 48, recorded on September 22. One highlight of the season was 
the observation of Black-crowned Night Herons detected for the first time during the monitoring period. 
In total, 1,691 birds of 66 species were banded and 151 birds of 32 species were recaptured (Table 1). 
Species-specific capture rates in 2016 were similar to average capture rates between 2002-2015 with the 
exception of Swainson’s and Gray-cheeked Thrushes, which were captured in record numbers (see Appendix I 
for banding fall totals per year and Appendix II for species detected). Notably, a Rusty Blackbird was banded at 
Cabot Head, the second ever individual of this species ever banded in fall. 
 
Recapture data indicate that stopover rates at Cabot Head are generally low but highly variable depending on 
species and year. It appears that some species, like thrushes, could extensively use Cabot Head as a stopover 
habitat, to rest and refuel, principally in years of local high food availability (like chokecherry or cone seeds). 
Analysis of capture rate per net location indicates a large degree of variation associated with habitat 
characteristics and species behaviour. 
 

The fall 2016 migration monitoring season was a success thanks to the efforts of the 8 volunteers who 
contributed their time and enthusiasm to the project.   
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Table 1: Top 10 species by estimated total at BPBO Fall 2015. 

Species Estimated Total 

Canada Goose 2281 
Black-capped Chickadee 1383 
Blue Jay 1308 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 862 
American Goldfinch 538 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 519 
Cedar Waxwing 510 
Ring-billed Gull 369 
Broad-winged Hawk 332 
Northern Flicker 325 

 

Volunteer Personnel for 2016 

21+ Days 5 - 20 Days 4 - 14 Days 1-3 Days 
 Marco Basile Rachel Vallender Al Woodhouse 
Alex Cappadona Violette Bertrand Ariel Lenske Esme Batten 
 Michael Butler Todd Pepper Tricia Stinnissen 
 Tanya Havelka Francis Aigyle Gillian Ceaser 
    
Nathalie Paquette (ON) Valeria Tavares (Brazil) Rachel Vallender (QC)  
Anna Thuong Tran (ON) Al Woodhouse (ON) Michael Butler (ON)  
Tim Chamberlain (UK)  Janine McManus (MB)  
Emily Beacock (ON)    
    

 
We are grateful to the volunteers listed above who contributed to our migration monitoring program in 2016.   
This program cannot be fully implemented with a strong volunteer contribution.    
 

REPEATING NEED!   HELP NEEDED TO TRANSPORT VOLUNTEERS 
BPBO is looking for drivers to voluntarily transport Migration Monitoring volunteers from the Owen Sound 
Bus Terminal to Cabot Head. This need occurs occasionally during the spring and fall season (from 0 to 5 
times), and would be a significant help to our operations. Please contact Ted Cheskey for details.  
echeskey@videotron.ca.  

 
 

ii.  BPBO's Science Advisory Committee (SAC) report  
By Greg Mitchell and Ted Cheskey 

BPBO’s SAC is now chaired by Dr. Greg Mitchell.  In addition to Greg, the committee includes Dr. 
Bridget Stutchbury, Dr. Ryan Norris, John Haselmeyer, Cavan Harpur, Rod Steinacher and Ted Cheskey.  The 

mailto:echeskey@videotron.ca
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committee, from time to time, meets to discuss research opportunities that will utilize BPBO's expertise and 
the prime location of the Cabot Head Research Station.  One such opportunity will be the deployment of 
MOTUS transmitter tags on Swainson’s Thrush, Grey-cheeked Thrush and Hermit Thrush during the fall 
season of 2017.   Greg will oversee this work. 
 

iii.   Nicaragua update. 
BPBO is thrilled to announce that Nicaraguan ornithologist Orlando Jarquim will be spending the 

month of May at the Cabot Head Research Station and visiting people on the Peninsula.  Orlando was the 
Nicaraguan guide and country expert for the nine Canadians who travelled to Nicaragua in December 2015.   
There is considerable interest in organizing another trip in 2017/18.  Please contact Ted Cheskey at 
echeskey@videotron.ca if you are interested in participating in trip to Nicaragua late 2017 or early 2018.  This 
trip will be limited to the first 10 applicants at assure and excellent experience. 
 
Support our Nicaragua program by purchasing Nicaraguan coffee or hot chocolate from Noreen Steinacher, and 
by offering us a special donation to support our Nicaragua project. All donations are tax deductible. 
 

iv. Partnerships 
Ontario Parks is BPBOs key partner in that our migration monitoring operations happen entirely on 

their property at the Cabot Head Nature Reserve.  We are grateful for this relation and the support that we 
have received over the years, allowing us to carry out our core activities of tracking bird populations, training 
dozens of volunteers in bird monitoring, and educating large numbers of the public on bird migration and 
conservation.  Ontario Parks allows the operation of the CHRS within the Cabot Head Provincial Nature 
Reserve.  Ontario Park’s personnel also assist in the maintenance of CHRS site, among other things, opening 
and closing the facilities for us each year.   
  
BPBO continues to explore new ways to partner with government and non-governmental organizations as our 
programs develop and move forward.  
 

v.  Web Site & Beakon Newsletter 
by Cavan Harpur and Anne Range 
BPBO’s website remains a major conduit for reaching our members and the public.  The site was visited a total 
of 22,458 times in 2016 (average of 62 visits/day) and has been visited 4,501 times in 2017 to date.  Last year, 
BPBO used the site to sell tickets to three events- two screenings of “The Messenger” and to the BPBO’s 
Annual Fall Fund Raising Dinner, offering attendees the option of going paperless.  Softext, Owen Sound, was 
once again key in providing technical support for these event pages and website development over the last 
year. 
Three Beakon Newsletters were sent out via the website: one in both the summer and fall of 2016, and one in 
the spring of 2017. There are still a few members who prefer to have the newsletter sent by land 
mail.  BPBO’s research scientist, Stephane Menu, provided engaging, fact-filled blogs that were posted on the 
website and Facebook. These posts are a key way BPBO provides updates the activities at the Cabot Head 
Research Station and a key driver for why people are visiting our website.  The number of likes on our 
facebook page is up 29% from this time last year to 1,130 likes, showing this is still a very effective outreach 
tool for the BPBO.  

vi.         Membership 
by Beth Anne Currie and Stew Nutt 

mailto:echeskey@videotron.ca


       BPBO 2016 Annual Report 

7 

 

 
Over the last year, the BPBO Membership team of Beth Anne Currie & Stew Nutt, enjoyed raising the profile 
toward BPBO Membership opportunities. We kicked off the year by signing up several new single members 
and one LIFE (family) membership at the Open House event in September 2016.  During the summer months, 
we revised the Membership Letter and sign-up form and strengthened our connections with members by 
ensuring they were receiving regular correspondence from the web-master. This included: 

 Stephane’s blog,  

 Beakon newsletters,  

 important invitations to fundraising events throughout the year.   
 
In the lead up to the annual Dinner Fundraiser in November 2016, we attracted 3 new family members and a 
couple of single memberships – each welcomed and provided with our relevant reading material.  Over 
Christmas and New Year’s, the web team distributed an invitation to all club members to actively renew their 
membership for 2017.  In early April, an email was tailored to all those remaining lapsed members with a 
warm invitation to renew their membership, attend the upcoming AGM and visit our website.  
 
In 2016 the Board recommended that Membership rates be increased slightly to: Single $ 30.00 and Family 
$50.00.  The Board also recommended that we increase the Life Membership rate to $500.00 (up from 
300.00) 
 
Our goal throughout 2017to continue our efforts to reach out to lapsed members and increase membership 
contributions from those recorded as last renewing in either 2015 or 2016 and to increase opportunities for 
outreach and connection toward attracting new members throughout the entire year.  Additionally, it would 
be excellent to attract LIFE members as well. 
  
BPBO Members Profile: 
57 members who are in various stages of renewal:    

 32 members paid up for 2017;  

 15 members paid up to 2016; and, 

 10 members who are paid up to 2015.  
 
Life Members: 

 43 members joined through Life Membership (in 1999- 2000 or shortly thereafter) at $300.00/Life 
member   

 
Thank you for your support through membership at BPBO – an invaluable part our sustainability and future. 
 

vii)     Secretary Report  
by Bernie Range 

While the role of the Secretary is hardly seen as glowing, it is nonetheless crucial to the operation of 
the BPBO. There were 12 regular meetings, one special meeting, one ad hoc fundraising meeting, and the 
Annual General Meeting held during the last year. Based on the success of last year’s AGM, the BPBO has 
again chosen the Greystone Retreat in Georgian Bluffs (Big Bay, on Islandview Drive) as the site for the 2017 
AGM. Regular meetings are conducted via teleconference and thanks must go to Nature Canada for hosting 
these. 
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Work on a Policy and Procedures file that contains all current relevant operating policies and procedures of 
the BPBO continues, albeit slowly. Fees and Charges policy will be part of this.  
 
Another role of the secretary is to present resolutions at the annual general meeting. Resolutions can come 
from any member and, if passed, will give direction to the BPBO board for the upcoming year. Resolutions 
may also involve mundane things such as Constitutional changes, which nonetheless are important in their 
own right. 
 

viii) Looking ahead to 2017 
BPBO is a non-profit charity that depends entirely on the efforts of volunteers and the good will of its 

supporters to operate.   Our board invests hundreds of volunteer hours to deliver our mission.  Other 
volunteers invest their time, energy and ideas to support events like our fund raising banquet for example.   
Our annual operating budget is around $40,000 and our usual sources of income cover our expenses.  
However this year we are facing significant additional financial challenges to renew and refurbish our ageing 
facilities at Cabot Head.   The septic system, the windows, the appliances, the electricity – there are many 
fundamental parts of our facilities that need attention and investment or our operations will be 
compromised.    
 
Grebe Lodge and Wingfield Cottage are the cornerstones of our business model.  We are able to generate 
income from the use of those properties that covers a significant portion of our budget.   We need functional, 
safe, and comfortable facilities, both for the rental users and for our own migration monitoring personnel.    
 
Please support our fundraising campaign to replace our septic system and begin addressing other priority 
facility needs.  As of April 2017, naturalist clubs in southern Ontario and individual donors have contributed 
$15,000 towards our goal of raising $50,000.   Can you contribute at this time? Any donation that you make to 
us is tax deductible and will make a difference for us.    
 
On the bird front, this fall we will begin an exciting project that will involve placing transmitters on two or 
three species of thrush (likely Swainson’s and Hermit) before releasing them to continue their southward 
migration.  Dr. Greg Mitchell, BPBO board member and chair of our Science Advisory Committee, is leading 
this project, and hopes that the transmitters will be detected by the network of MOTUS antennae the stretch 
across Southern Ontario intermittently all the way to South America, providing answers to another mystery of 
migration! 
 
The Canadian Migration Monitoring Network (CMMN) will be meeting in New Jersey this fall, and BPBO is 
pleased to be sending Station Scientist Stephane Menu.  The meeting is a valuable opportunity to interact 
with other station staff and boards, Environment Canada and Bird Studies Canada scientists, and better 
understand our relationship to other stations and the network. The New Jersey meeting will also include 
organizations from the USA and the learning opportunities will be impressive.    
 
Want to join us this time for another trip to Nicaragua?  The interest and excitement of 2015 participants was 
palpable.  We are considering offering a trip again in 2017 or early 2018, and you won’t want to miss it.   
Contact Ted Cheskey for more detail, and watch for information on BPBO’s website and Facebook Pages.   
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I just completed my second year of my third term as President and I would like to thank my BPBO Board 
colleagues who I love working with and who have all contributed in important ways in the past year to keep 
the boat afloat and steered in a good direction.  Sadly, Anne Range, our inimitable event organizer, social 
media diva, newsletter publisher, membership facilitator, and all around lovely person, is leaving the Board 
this year.   Anne has been a wonderful colleague and we will all miss her.   Fortunately her husband Bernie is 
still on the board and we know that Anne will never be far.  Thank you Anne for your great contributions!  Last 
year we announced that Mary Houston would be relinquishing the job of Treasurer.  Well, that did not 
happen, and look, Mary is back for another year and her Board colleagues are very happy. Thanks Mary! 
Finally we recognize the good work that Mike Van De Laar, did as Site Manager, but extend a hearty welcome 
to our new Site Manager Elijah Lederman.   
 

2.  Condensed 2016 Treasurer’s Report 
 - prepared by Mary Houston, Treasurer, BPBO 

         
JANUARY 1, 2016-DECEMBER 31, 2016 

Statement of Activities, Income and Expense 
              

      FISCAL YEAR JAN. 1 2016 TO DEC. 31, 2016 2016 ACTUAL   2017 BUDGET 

  
  

    
 

  

  Income       

    Contributed Support 
 

      
  

  
Government Grants- Municipality 2,180.00 

 
1,000.00 

  
  

Community Foundation Endowment Fund 
Interest 1,872.00 

 
2,000.00 

  
  

Donations Annual Dinner, silent auction 7,600.00 
 

7,600.00 
  

  
MiscellaneousAdopt a Bird 101.18 

 
500.00 

  
  

Indiv/business contribution 8,623.00 
 

6,000.00 

  
 

Total Contributed support 20,376.18 
 

17,100.00 

  
 

Earned revenues   
 

  

  
  

Grebe Lodge and Wingfield Cottage rental, 
stewardship 12,136.50 

 
15,000.00 

  
  

Birdathon 390.00 
 

1,695.00 
  

  
Fund Raising Dinner, ticket sales 3,920.00 

 
4,000.00 

  
  

Films (The Messenger) 1,806.00 
 

800.00 
  

  
Membership dues - individuals 1,365.22 

 
1,500.00 

  
  

Misc. (hts and T shirts purchase and sale, 
open house) 117.00 

 
120.00 

  
 

Total Earned revenues 19,734.72 
 

23,115.00 

  Total Income from contributions and earned revenues 40,110.90 
 

40,215.00 
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  Expense       

  
 

 Business expenses-Insurance, Fundraising dinner, misc 6,827.38 
 

6,721.00 
  

  
    

 
  

  
 

Non-personnel expenses (i.e, Advertising,postage, misc supplies,  ) 2,789.79 
 

2,095.00 

  
 

Occupancy expenses   
 

  
  

  
Building maintenance 2,638.03 

 
3,700.00 

  
  

Fire Wood, propane 1,088.20 
 

1,100.00 
  

  
Food subsidy for volunteers 1,920.51 

 
1,900.00 

  
  

Station supplies including furniture, nets, 
petty cash 330.15 

 
350.00 

  
  

Telephone & Internet 1,689.18 
 

1,213.00 
  

  
Utilities-Hyrdo and Hyrdro repair 985.72 

 
986.00 

  
 

Total Occupancy expenses 8,651.79 
 

9,249.00 

  
 

Personnel expenses   
 

  
  

  
Contracted Staff - Admin 4,500.00 

 
6,000.00 

  
  

Contracted Staff - Scientist, 10 year report 
2012 17,550.00 

 
20,000.00 

  
 

Total Personnel expenses 22,050.00 
 

26,000.00 

  Total Expense 40,318.96   44,065.00 
  

  
    

 
  

Net Ordinary Income -208.06   -3,850.00 
 

         

         Performance to 2016 Budget 

         

 

 The 2016 budget had a planned deficit of $-4,662.00 due to unconfirmed revenue 

at time of preparation and anticipated expenses 

 

 We are happy to report that due to over achieving on revenue and less than 

forecasted expenses we were able to keep the deficit for 2016 to just $208.00! 

(final net income -$208.00) 

 

 Unbudgeted revenue came from receipts of the screening of the film "The 

Messenger"  

 

 Expenses came in under plan due to savings on BPBO Board of Director travel and 

Occupancy expenses 

REVENUE HIGHLIGHTS 
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 Although we surpassed budget on total income we came in -6% compared to 

2015 which was due to a one  time fundraising event on the Chi-Cheemaun in 

2015 which cannot be repeated 

 

 In addition to the extra revenue from the secreening of The Messenger we also 

received an additional $1000 from the Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula 

and surpassed 2015 receipts from the Fundraising Dinner 

EXPENSE HIGHLIGHTS 
      

         

 

 Telecommunications came in lower by $1,038.00 in 2016 as 2015 included 

costs for website redesign 

 

 

 Occupancy expenses were lower in 2016 versus 2015 

by $1192.00 

   

 

 There was a savings under Contracted Scientist of  $1300 due to benefits paid 

through the Federal HSP Grant 

Bank Balance -(Less grant reserved funds for Nicaragua and Grants funds) 
  

 

 Current bank balance less reserves for Nicaragua Coffee Fund, Grey Bruce 

Community Foundation and Septic project Fundraising:  $34,257.00.  This is on 

par with previous 5 years 

 

 Projected ordinary Income next 6 months is $13,000 and projected ordinary 

expenses are $28,000.00 

  
* See report attached as 'Appendix 1" to this report. 
 

3. i. Site Manager  Report for 2016 
- prepared by Elijah Lederman 
 

Our Site Manager for 2016 was Mike Van De Laar.  Mike did a wide range of jobs to keep our migration 
monitoring station running.  The Site Manager's primary responsibilities are booking and facilitation of our 
Stewardship program and maintenance for the BPBO site and buildings. 
 
Stewardship Program:   
Our stewardship program continues to be an effective tool for generating income and engaging members of 
the wider birding community.  2016 saw some new and many returning stewards.    Stewardship fees for 2016 
were $12,136.50.     
 
Site Maintenance:   
Routine maintenance was carried out for the 2016 season.  However several structural concerns have been 
raised, due to aging building systems that cannot be addressed by routine maintenance.  These include 
roofing, windows, culvert upgrade, carpentry and decking issues.  With all of these issues the most pressing to 
resolve is the need to replace and repair the septic system.  Elizabeth Thorn has led a fundraising campaign to 
that end.  Resolution of all of these concerns will require investment in facilities upgrades.  This will require 
work and coordination with Ontario Parks as the Nature Reserve and facilities are their land and responsibility. 
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2016 was Mike’s last year with BPBO.  We are very grateful for his hard work over the past years.   His 
replacement Elijah Lederman has been hired for the 2017 season.    
 

ii. Site Liaison Report  
by Bernie Range 

As the CHRS Site Liason, I can report on the following being completed or conducted during 2016-17. 
At the AGM last year we were informed that our current Site Administrator, Mike Vandelaar, would be leaving 
us after termination of site activities in the fall of 2016. This prompted a search for a replacement. At the end 
of September, on behalf of the BPBO board, I placed an advertisement in The Bruce Peninsula (Tobermory) 
Press and on Kijiji seeking a Site Manager contract position. Two applications were received and together with 
Cavan Harper, I conducted interviews at the end of October, with our new Site Manager, Elijah Lederman 
being welcomed by the board at their November meeting. We further met with Mike Van de Laar who passed 
a lot of information on to Elijah. 
 
In May, along with Mary Houston, I attended a meeting with the municipality of North Bruce Peninsula in 
support of the Cabot Head Lighthouse (FOCHL) presentation regarding concerns over road maintenance and 
electricity service to Cabot Head. 
 
In October, I prepared a draft Capital Budget for our Treasurer and the board in general. This was adopted in 
December to be discussed further in the New Year. Fundraising efforts were begun to address capital 
deficiencies, and some repairs were scheduled for 2017 based on receipt of grant funds. 
 
The current #1 priority is to repair/replace the septic system at the CHRS site. We engaged D. Robins, 
Environmental Engineering Consultant (Miller Lake) to perform an environmental assessment, and also apply 
to the Min. of Environment and Climate Change (Federal) for necessary approvals. To date, by April 2017, we 
have received approvals and D. Robins is developing project specifications, so that when funding is received, 
we can proceed with these plans. 
 
At time of writing, the new Site Manager was about to travel to the CHRS site to deliver some propane 
bottles, and do a general spring site assessment. Spring bird migration monitoring is about to begin. 
 

4.  Fund Raising Report 
By Bernie Range, on behalf of Fund Raising committee. 
 
Along with other board members Anne and Bernie Range completed or conducted the following fundraising 
efforts during 2016 and early 2017. 
 

 It was noted that due to current administration of the septic project environmental assessment, etc., 
and with decisions surrounding that, we were too late to apply for Community Foundation Grey Bruce 
capital funding. 

 Anne applied to the Honda Canada Foundation in August, but this was subsequently turned down. 
 Together with Ted, Bernie assisted in completing an Ontario Trillium Foundation application in 

September. This was also later turned down. 
 With Beth Anne Currie, helped to coordinate the October screening of “The Messenger” at the Owen 

Sound Legion. 
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 In November, Bernie wrote and submitted an application to Ontario Power Generation, and funding 
of $1500 was received. The OPG typically funds us each year, upon application. 

 Together with other board members planned and coordinated the Annual Fundraising dinner held on 
November 19th at the Days Inn (now Quality Inn) facility in Owen Sound.  Volunteer help was provided 
by all other board members in one form or another. Date and location of the 2017 event is November 
18th, at the Quality Inn, Owen Sound. 

 Late in 2016 the BPBO board decided to not expand/contribute to the BPBO Endowment Fund for the 
foreseeable future due to the needs for facility renewal. The goal still remains to build this 
Endowment Fund to over $100,000, so donations to this are actively encouraged. A “Leave Your 
Legacy” to the Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory promotional flyer was produced a couple of years 
ago. The status of the BPBO Endowment Fund (part of the Community Foundation Grey Bruce) is 
around $26,000. The BPBO receives an annual dividend of around $1800 to $2000.  

 In February Bernie prepared an application to the Mountain Equipment Co-Op organization for 
funding under their “Capacity Building” component of community grants for around $30,000, 
primarily to fund the septic system project. 

 

 

ii) Birdathon 
The President’s Choice Team had a much more successful year fundraising in the 2016 birdathon (which will 
appear in the 2017 budget), raising $2200, an increase of $1900 over the previous year when neither Rod nor 
Ted participated due to travel and work conflicts. “We are grateful to our sponsors who really stepped it up 
this year” said Rod Steinacher, BPBO Past President.  On May 21, 2016, Ted, Rod and Rob Cheskey went 
between Cabot Head and Tobermory, amassing 126 species along the way, including an amazing 8 Golden-
winged Warblers! “Seeing and hearing all those Golden-wings was undoubtedly the highlight for me” said 
BPBO President Ted Cheskey.  Funds raised by birdathon are used to pay for the food stipend for long-term 
migrating monitoring volunteers.   
 
Please sponsor the President’s Choice team this year by clicking here and following the instructions.  75% of 
the money they raise will come back to BPBO.  
 

5. 2016 BPBO Board, Staff & Volunteers 
i) Current Board members  
• Ted Cheskey                 - President, Science Committee, MM Volunteers 
• Mary Houston  - Treasurer  
• Anne Range  - Website, Beakon, membership 
• Greg Mitchell  - member at large, Chair Science Committee, Events 
• Stew Nutt  - Events, membership 
• Cavan Harpur-              - Beakon, Science Committee, Community liaiason, Beakon 
• Bernie Range  - Secretary, Fundraising, Site liaison 
• Elizabeth Thorn - fundraising & governance issues 
• Beth Anne Currie - membership,fundraising 
• Rod Steinacher - ex oficio - Past President, education/ outreach, etc. 
 

o Leaving the Board (term is over)  Anne Range 

 

http://birdscanada.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=1169312&lis=0&kntae1169312=CA7F887A87B8480B8A8AB314469E88F0&supId=435870994
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ii) Contract Staff 
• Elijah Lederman  - Site Manager 
• Stephane Menu  - Station Scientist 
 

iii) Volunteers  
• Keith Early   - Ontario Parks liaison 
• Noreen Steinacher  - workshop coordinator, coffee sales 
• Cris Navarro   - migration monitoring volunteers scheduling 
• Norah Toth   - event support 
• Others – sorry if I forgot someone . . .  
 

BPBO's Mailing Address 
Please address surface mail to:  

BPBO, PO Box 273, Lions Head, ON, N0H 1W0. 
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Appendix 1:  2016 Financial reporting 

Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory 2016 vs 2015 

January -December 

           

           

           

           

    
Actual Actual Change in $ V% Budget  Change in $ V% 

 

   
2016 2015 

2016 vs 
2015 

2016 vs 
2015 2016 

2016 vs 
2015 

2016 vs 
2015 

Income 
        

 
Contributed support 

       

  

Affiliated 
organization 
revenue 1,872.00 1,830.00 42.00 2.3% 1,800.00 72.00  4.0% 

  

Agency 
(government) 
grants 2,180.00 1,000.00 1,180.00 118.0% 3,400.00 -1,220.00  -35.9% 

  

Donation Annual 
Dinner 7,600.00 6,320.00 1,280.00 20.3% 6,320.00 1,280.00  20.3% 

  

Indiv/business 
contribution 8,623.00 8,915.00 -292.00 -3.3% 8,900.00 -277.00  -3.1% 

  
Miscellaneous 1.18 4,149.44 -4,148.26 -100.0% 200.00 -198.82  -99.4% 

  

Contributed 
support - Other 100.00 100.00 0.00 0.0% 100.00 0.00  0.0% 

 

Total Contributed 
support 20,376.18 22,314.44 -1,938.26 -8.7% 20,720.00 -$343.82 -1.7% 

 
Earned revenues 

       

  

Accomodation Fees 
- Stewartship 12,136.50 13,970.00 -1,833.50 -13.1% 12,000.00 136.50  1.1% 

  
Birdathon 390.00 1,289.25 -899.25 -69.8% 390.00 0.00  0.0% 

  
Films 1,806.00 0.00 1,806.00 100.0% 0.00 1,806.00  

 

  
Fund Raising Dinner 3,920.00 4,200.00 -280.00 -6.7% 4,200.00 -280.00  -6.7% 

  

Membership dues - 
individuals 1,365.22 1,050.00 315.22 30.0% 1,050.00 315.22  30.0% 

  

Misc, hats and 
shirts 0.00 -83.74 83.74 100.0% 300.00 -300.00  -100.0% 

  
Open House 117.00 50.00 67.00 134.0% 50.00 67.00  134.0% 

  

Earned revenues - 
Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%   0.00    
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Total Earned revenues 19,734.72 20,475.51 -740.79 -3.6% 17,990.00 1,744.72  9.7% 

Total Income 40,110.90 42,789.95 -2,679.05 -6.3% 38,710.00 1,400.90  3.6% 

Gross Profit 40,110.90 42,789.95 -2,679.05 -6.3% 38,710.00 $1,400.90 3.6% 

Expense 
       

 
Business expenses 

       

  
Insurance 2,162.16 2,166.48 -4.32 -0.2% 2,166.00 -3.84  -0.2% 

  

Interest and bank 
charges 17.78 6.38 11.40 178.7% 20.00 -2.22  -11.1% 

  

Membership dues - 
organization 83.00 83.00 0.00 0.0% 83.00 0.00  0.0% 

  
Office Expense 284.64 0.00 284.64 100.0% 

 
284.64  

 

  

Paypal and Canada 
Helps Fees 157.25 87.97 69.28 78.8% 110.00 47.25  43.0% 

   

Workshop  
expenses 693.00 0.00 693.00 100.0% 300.00 393.00  131.0% 

   

Annual dinner 
expenses 3,429.55 3,954.84 -525.29 -13.3% 3,955.00 -525.45  -13.3% 

 

Total Business 
expenses 6,827.38 6,298.67 528.71 8.4% 6,524.00 $303.38 4.7% 

 

Non-personnel 
expenses 

     
0.00  

 

  
Advertising 120.86 0.00 120.86 100.0% 100.00 20.86  20.9% 

  

AGM and Open 
House 10.00 91.15 -81.15 -89.0% 250.00 -240.00  -96.0% 

  

Postage, shipping, 
delivery 349.78 324.86 24.92 7.7% 350.00 -0.22  -0.1% 

  
Printing & copying 160.92 379.59 -218.67 -57.6% 380.00 -219.08  -57.7% 

  
Supplies 13.56 0.00 13.56 100.0% 50.00 -36.44  -72.9% 

  

Telephone & 
telecommunications 783.22 1,822.19 -1,038.97 -57.0% 500.00 283.22  56.6% 

  
Travel - Board 1,351.45 0.00 1,351.45 100.0% 2,000.00 -648.55  -32.4% 

 

Total Non-personnel 
expenses 2,789.79 2,617.79 172.00 6.6% 3,630.00 -$840.21 -23.1% 

 
Occupancy expenses 

       

  

Building 
maintenance 2,638.03 3,122.21 -484.18 -15.5% 2,308.00 330.03  14.3% 

  

Fire Wood and 
Propane 1,088.20 1,367.60 -279.40 -20.4% 2,200.00 -1,111.80  -50.5% 

  
Food subsidy 1,920.51 1,863.42 57.09 3.1% 1,900.00 20.51  1.1% 

  
Nets 0.00 350.00 -350.00 -100.0% 300.00 -300.00  -100.0% 
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Station supplies 330.15 736.77 -406.62 -55.2% 750.00 -419.85  -56.0% 

  

Telephone & 
Internet 1,689.18 1,532.71 156.47 10.2% 2,250.00 -560.82  -24.9% 

  
Utilities 985.72 871.34 114.38 13.1% 900.00 85.72  9.5% 

 

Total Occupancy 
expenses 8,651.79 9,844.05 -1,192.26 -12.1% 10,608.00 -$1,956.21 -18.4% 

 
Personnel expenses 

       

  

Contracted Staff - 
Admin 4,500.00 4,500.00 0.00 0.0% 4,500.00 0.00  0.0% 

  

Contracted Staff - 
Scientist 17,550.00 18,850.00 -1,300.00 -6.9% 18,000.00 -450.00  -2.5% 

  
Travel - Staff 0.00 146.89 -146.89 -100.0%   0.00    

 

Total Personnel 
expenses 22,050.00 23,496.89 -1,446.89 -6.2% 22,500.00 -$450.00 -2.0% 

Total Expense 40,318.96 42,257.40 -1,938.44 -4.6% 43,262.00 -$2,943.04 -6.8% 

Net Ordinary Income -208.06 532.55 -740.61 -139.1% -4,552.00 $4,343.94 -95.4% 

Net Income -208.06 532.55 
-$        
740.61  -139.1% -4,552.00 

 $        
4,343.94  -95.4% 
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Appendix 2. AGM Agenda 
 

8:30 AM - meet at Greystone Retreat Centre, Georgian Bluffs in preparation for spring 
birding excursion on the Greystone Retreat Centre trails. 
 
10:00 AM  (Coffee and refreshments) 
 
10:30 - 11:30  AGM:   

1. Welcome and Call to Order 

2. Acceptance of the 2017 AGM Agenda 

3. Acceptance of the Minutes from the 2016 AGM 

4. BPBO Annual Report 

5. Fundraising Report 

6. Site Manager’s Report 

7. BPBO Treasurer’s Report 

8. Election or acclamation of Officers or Directors  

a. 1 position is open for office 

b. The board is nominating Vicki Hutchison for this position 

c. Are there other nominations from the floor? 

d. Election or acclamation 

9. Other Business 

10. Adjournment 

 
11:30:  The annual Steinacher Quiz  
 
12:00:  Lunch (by donation) 
 
12:30   Presentation by Stephane Menu… our amazing Station Scientist will speak 
about his experiences and adventures in the world of birds. 
 
 


